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Congressre-elects Soniaas
parliamentary party head

5 REPORTER

May

Hew Drifi,
he Cougress Parlia-
I mentary Farty (CPP)
meeting in Parliament
precincts on Saturday, the
first after the party's disas-
trous performance In the
polls, was a perfunctory and
low-key affair compared o
the one after the 2009 elec-
tions.
After senior party leader
Mallikarjun Kharge proposed

Congress President Sonia

rlence and assessment of the
party’s strengths and weak-
nesses, “rather than public
actlmony”, would be critical
to drawing the right lessons
to put the party back on
track, The Congress chief’s
comments come in the wike
of several party members
speaking out against ‘teany
Rahul Gandhi’, as well a
severe blame game within
party circles over the party’s
defeat. AL Saturday's meet-
ing, Rahul Gandhi, who led

POLITICS 3

‘Kejriwal bail-bond argument holds no legal merit’

SOMESH IHA & PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhl, 24 May

Legal experts find no merit in
Anm Aadimi Party (AAP) chief
Arvind Kejriwal's displeasure
over a city court demanding
he furnish a bail bond. "It is
explicitly written in law that
accused have to furnish a bail
bond and surety in case of a
bailable offence,” safd Ramesh
Gupta, senior advocate and ex-
chairman of the Bar Council
of Delhi. “Kejriwal should not
use this forum as political plat-
form, His arguments don’t
hold any legal merit. Bond is

Kejriwal 1) a defumation case.
Thecourt had asked Kejriwal 1o
furnish a personal bond of
710,000, with a surety of the
amount.

But Kejriwal refused. After
s, v was sent to judicial cus-
tody for two days, later extend-
ed to 14 days. The AAP chiel
argued he wasn't a convict and
assured the court he would
appear for all hearings on the
case.

Kejriwal's decision not to
furnish & bail bond is based on
the advice of his legal counsels
Shanti Bhushan and Prashant
Bhushan. "We will appronch

befoie the court,” Prashant

Bhushan  told  Business
Standard.

He termed the court’s move
“totally wrong”.

Bhushan's colleagues, how-
ever, feel differently. “There is
no merit  whatsoever in
Kejriwal's argument. The court
asks for a guarntee; It does not
mean you are convicted. When
the coun feels the accusation
made is credible, it needs an
assurance that the accused
attend the court and face trial
Thissasystem followed across

Keiriwal argued in the past,

submission was rejected by
magistrate Gomatl Manocha.

Supcewie Gourt lawyer R K
Anand said the court sought a
bond in case it found some evi-
dence afver recording the state-
ment of 4 witness. “[n this case,
the court recorded the state-
ment of the witness and after
some evidence was found. it
summoned  Kejriwal  and
released him on bail, as this
was @ bailable offence. But it
asked for a bond 1o guarantee
his appearance in court, So,
before iummmlmg there was
sume evidence.” he sald.

The AAP will mowe a high

Touselold in Delhi, to apprise
people of the party's decision
andthe charges their chief had
levied against Bharatiya Janata
Party leader Nitin Gadkari,
against which the defamation
case was filed

Gopinath, Shazia limi quit
AAP; hitout at party chiel
G R Gopinath, who pioneered
low-cost air travel in India, quit
the Aam Aadrni Party (AAP} on

Saturday citing growing differ-
[T within the party leader-
ship and cised Arvind

Kejriwal for “shoet and scoot”
politics. Shazia llml, one of the

her name and veleran the party intu this year's just an undertaking, He was  the high court. Tt is only in court reganding the matter next fuumler members of the AAP,
Mohsina Kidwal seconded IL Gandhl was re-elected polls, was seated on cne of summoned only as accused,”  exceptional cases, in which  he had given undertakings 10 week. The party Is planning o on Saturday resigned from all
Sonia Gandhi was lect y party head at the back benches. Sonia On Wednesday. Patiala  there is apprehension the per-  thecourtinatleast three cases,  distribute coples of & letter  parly posts citing \n:‘x of
CPP head for a fifth term. In  Central Hall M‘muxmm in Gandhi said, “The Congress House count had gramedbailto  son or accused will notappear  without giving abail bond. His  written by Kejriwal 10 every  “inner-party demnocracy”.
heraddress, Gandhi acknowl-  New Delhi on Saturday m  came second, with 106.9 mil-
edged there was “widespread lion votes versus the BJP's
anger against us, which we  ingto "progressive and secu- 1716 million.
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